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Myth: Education funding in BC is at record levels 

Sources: Statistics Canada. (2015). Table 384-0038 Gross domestic product, expenditure-based, provincial and territorial. Ottawa: CANSIM. Retrieved from www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a26?lang=eng&id=3840038

Ministry of Finance. (2016). Budget and Fiscal Plan 2016/17 – 2018/19. Victoria: Government of British Columbia. Retrieved from bcbudget.gov.bc.ca/2016/bfp/2016_budget_and_fiscal_plan.pdf

Ministry of Education. (Various Years). Service Plan. Victoria: Government of British Columbia. Ministry of Finance. (2001). Budget Estimates Fiscal Year Ending March 31, 2002. Victoria: Government of British Columbia. 

Education spending 
has been declining as 
both a percentage of 
British Columbia’s 
GDP and as a 
percentage of total 
government spending 
over the last 15 years. 
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Myth: British Columbia is keeping pace with education 
spending relative to the Rest of Canada

British Columbia 
has the second 
lowest level of 
public operational 
spending on K-12 
education in 
Canada 
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British Columbia compared to the rest of Canada

British Columbia 
spends nearly $1000 
less per student on 
K-12 education 
funding than the 
national average.
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REALITY:

Besides inflation, the provincial government has downloaded an array of additional costs to 
local school districts 

◦ BC Hydro rates

◦ Medical Services Plan (MSP) premiums

◦ WorkSafe BC rates

◦ Carbon tax

◦ Next Generation Network

◦ And more…

BC Association of School Business Officials estimated cost pressures at $192 million for 
the 2014/15 school year. Provincial government directly controls many of these costs

Myth: School districts just need to do a better job of managing 
finances. Public funding is adequate to meet costs of public 
education. 
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BCTF Research chart with data from Statistics Canada (2013), Table 2.1 Full-time equivalent enrolment in public and other elementary and secondary schools, Canada, provinces and 
territories, 2006/07 to 2010/11, p.13.

MYTH: “Yes, funding has declined, but this is mostly 
been driven by enrolment declines..” 

All provinces, 
except Alberta 
and Saskatchewan 
have been 
experiencing 
enrolment 
declines. 
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BCTF calculations with data from Statistics Canada (2013), Summary Elementary and Secondary School Indicators for Canada, the Provinces and Territories 2006/2007 to 2010/2011, Table 12.1, p. 20.

Despite enrolment 
declines, all 
provinces, except 
British Columbia, 
hired more 
educators. 



What are the 
impacts of 
underfunding 
public 
education for 
students and 
teachers?

Declining numbers of classroom teachers

Declining specialist teachers and specialist 
services 

Increased class sizes and complexities

 Inadequate supports and services for children 
with special needs and children who are English 
Language Learners

Capital infrastructure issues, including lead, 
asbestos, radon, and seismic concerns

Pressures of privatization of education



Program 

FTE 
Teachers

(Specialist
s)

Student enrolment
(Headcount)

English Language 
Learners (formerly ESL)

-33.7% ESL students +4.6%

Aboriginal education -1.0%
Self-

identified as 
Aboriginal

+25.5% 

Special Education -24.6%
Funded 

special needs 
students

+50%

Teacher-Librarians -29.7% All students -9.6%

Reality: BC has lost over 3500 teaching positions, 
including 1600 specialist teachers. 

While numbers of 
specialist teachers have 
been declining, student 
enrolment is increasing 
in specialist teaching 
areas. 



The loss of specialist teachers has meant reductions or 
eliminations of important public education services
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Myth: Class Composition is not an issue in BC public schools
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Reality: Classes in BC schools are increasing in size 
and complexity 

Meaningful inclusion 
in British Columbia 
requires that students 
with special needs are 
provided with proper 
supports and services. 



Capital Issues in BC Public Schools



In a recent (2016) 
poll, 77 per cent of 
British Columbians 
say they oppose the 
government subsidy 
to private schools. 

19.18%

92%

Public Independent

Growth in Public and Independent Schools Funding 
2005–06 to 2016–17

Sources: http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/education-minister-on-vsb-school-closures-and-funding-private-schools-1.3649251 ;  http://vancouversun.com/news/staff-blogs/christy-clarks-education-vision-more-schoolchoice  

Ministry of Education. (2005/6-2016/17). Service Plan. Victoria: Government of British Columbia. Note: Service Plan First Estimates 13

Underfunding Public Education while subsidizing 
private education:


